
Higher Philosophy 

 
What is Philosophy? 

Philosophy is the study of the fundamental nature of 

knowledge, reality and existence. It uses the tools of logic 

and reason to analyse the ways in which humans 

experience the world. It teaches critical thinking, close 

reading, clear writing, and logical analyisis; it uses these to 

understand the language we use to describe the world and 

our place within it.  

 

What Can I Do With Philosophy? 

Philosophy has highly transferable skills that are valuable to employers. The skills 

learned through philosophy, including clear and analytical thinking, persuasive 

writing and speaking, innovative questioning and effective reasoning, give a solid 

foundation for entering the workforce and for future academia that requires problem-

solving, and assessing information from various angles. 

 

These types of jobs vary from teaching, PR or politics, 

communications, publishing, HR and advertising, law, 

banking, the civil service, psychology, business or 

science. Others go on to further study, research, 

academia, and/or lecturing in philosophy or a related 

field.  

Those who specialise in ethics, for example, have 

opportunities to apply their knowledge to medical 

ethics committees, while those who study political 

philosophy may veer towards journalism.  

 

Higher Philosophy Course Structure 

The course is split into three separate units: 

 Arguments in Action 

 Knowledge and Doubt 

 Moral Philosophy 

At the end of the course you must complete two final exams. This paper is: 

 Set and marked by the SQA 



 Samples philosophical knowledge and understanding 

from across the course units. 

The exams are marked as follows: 

 Question paper 1: 2 hours and 15 minutes, 60 marks 

 Question paper 2: 1 hour and 45 minutes, 50 marks 

 Total: 110 marks 

 

 

 

Higher Philosophy is an intense but highly enjoyable Higher. If you have any more 

questions about the course come and see Miss Stewart in S58. 

 

 


