
National 5 French 



Aims of the course

N5 French encourages students to become confident 

learners, responsible citizens with a well informed 

ethical view of the cultures and traditions of 

francophone countries. 

It aims to expose students to ‘language & grammar’ 

across four contexts that they will be able to use 

later in life and that will prepare them for an ever 

competitive job market. 



What are we learning?

N5 French will help students develop the 4 core skills of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking as well as improving their cultural awareness. 

Students study various topics across 4 contexts: 

Society (family/relationships, leisure, health, T.V./media, technology, home area, enviornment). 

Learning (school, preparing for exams, future plans)

Employability (parttime jobs, work experience, different jobs)

Culture (Holidays, traditions, films/literature)



Putting the four skills to the test

The skills that you develop during N5 French will be assessed

in two ways: 

1. Unit assessments in reading/writing, listening and talking. 

2. A course exam in reading/writing, listening and talking

(performance). 



Unit Assessments
Students need to complete one assessment in each of the 4 skills as this provides

evidence of students abilities in these areas. 

Unit’s are divides into

1. Understanding Language (Listening/Reading)

2. Using Language (Speaking/Writing)

Students will be assessed in class on these units and this will help the teacher evaluate

areas for development for the final exam and also if the candidate has met the basic 

requirements for the course. 



The course exams 

Assessments done in class 

Writing Assignment (February)Students create a piece of writing which will 

be externally marked by the SQA. It is worth 12.5%. The teacher will mark 

this assignment once using a correction code and then students are given an 

opportunity to correct these before it is externally marked. 

Students should aim to include as much relevant vocabulary as possible and 

include multiple tenses and opinions in order to gain maximum marks. 



The course exams 
Assessments done in class 

Talking Performance (March)

Students perform a 1-2 minute talk on a topic of their choosing, then 

they participate in follow up conversation of (5-7 minutes) on the topic 

and on various the topics they have been studying throughout the 

course. 

This assessment will be marked by the teacher and results are sent to 

the SQA for verification. 



The course exam 

Final exam in May 

Reading and Writing Paper 1 (1hr 30 minutes)

The reading consists of 3 text with follow up comprehension questions. 

Students can use a dictionary to search for unknown vocabulary. Students can 

achieve a maximum of 30 marks. This accounts for 25% of their overall mark.   

In the writing section students write a job application based on a stimulus and 

bullet points which must be included. Students should aim to include any 

relevant vocabulary as well as at least 3 tenses. Students are aware of the 

first 4 bullet points as these are predictable in every paper however the last 

2 change year on year. This part accounts for 12.5% of their overall mark.  



Worth 20 marks in total 

Here we can see the job is a 
cashier in a supermarket. 

First 4 bullet points are 
always the same

Last two are unpredictable

Word count of 120-150 words



The course exam 

Final exam in May 

Listening paper 2 (30 minute) 

The listening paper consists of a monologue and series of (5-8) 

questions. Followed by a dialogue and a series of (10-12) questions. 

The maximum mark that can be achieved is 20.  This paper 

accounts for 25% of the overall grade. 

No dictionary is allowed. 



Study tools (Please take one)

Students will use various websites and revision tools to help them 

with their study including their A4 folders and useful websites. 

The main websites students should use are: 

BBC bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9b4q6f

Scholar https://scholar.hw.ac.uk

Quizlet https://quizlet.com/latest

Language gym https://legacy.language-gym.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z9b4q6f
https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/
https://quizlet.com/latest
https://legacy.language-gym.com/


Support sessions 

Students can come and see me at an agreed break or lunchtime if 

they wish to discuss any particular aspect of the course. 

Study support is also available every Friday 3-4. This session is 

tailored to pupils individual needs and is essential in the lead up to 

exams and talking performance as it gives them maximum 

opportunities to practice and gain feedback. 



Any questions?


