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This newsletter is, once again, testimony to the efforts of staff and pupils at the school who work 
so hard to ensure there are different experiences and outcomes for the young people at 
Bucksburn Academy.  Many of the articles in this edition have been written by pupils who are 
leading their own learning across the school.  I would like to thank them and all the staff who go 
above and beyond every day.   
 
This term has seen the school turn 10.  A decade that has seen the school 
grow and improve and one that we have decided to celebrate with ‘Acts of 
Kindness’ and we have asked the community to join in.  We are being 
supported by the Parent Council, our Partnership Forum and others.  Our 
first ‘act of kindness’ was to collect foodbank materials for Catalyst 
Vineyard. We would like to thank all of you for your very generous 
donations.  Let’s look forward to the next ten years – who knows what they 
will bring, though change is certain! 
 
I hope that all have a relaxing and enjoyable holiday and get a chance to spend time with 
friends and family.  Merry Christmas and see you all in 2020! 
 

Mike Paul, Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
In the run up to Remembrance Sunday ASN 5 presented a talk to the Wing in assembly.  This 
talk explained why and how Remembrance day is carried out. The class also chose a video of 
the British Army’s Last Post for the 2 minutes silence.  They also made a display for this 
assembly and for the Scottish Poppy Appeal Fundraising. 
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Some comments from ASN 5 about their assembly presentation: 
Brandon: I enjoyed making a power point poster.  Ruva: I liked colouring in the poppy pictures.  
Josh: It was fun making the poppy wreaths.  Callan: I said some important things about 
Remembrance Day.  Liam: I said why we have poppies on Remembrance day.  Liam: I 
explained why poppies are worn, to remember the soldiers who have died. 
In the week leading up to Remembrance Day the class took it in turns to sell poppies at break 
time in the school reception. 

 
 
Some comments from ASN 5 about their fundraising: 
Stuart: It was good fun meeting people.  Kyle: I liked selling the poppies. 
Billy: I enjoyed doing this with my friends.  Finlay: It was good to help others.  
 
 
 
 
Pupils took part in a lunchtime ‘cook-off’ to decide the winner of the school heat who would go 
forward to the next stage of the FutureChef competition.  They cooked a two-course meal, 
consisting of lentil soup and cheesecake, which had to be prepared, cooked and served within a 
set period of time.  All pupils did a splendid job and were awarded with certificates for their 
achievements.  The winner, Iona, will be mentored by a chef from Jury’s Inn to represent 
Bucksburn Academy at the local final at North East College Scotland in January.  
Congratulations and good luck Iona! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FutureChef Competition – School Heat 
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All 8 S1 practical sets have had a one day D&T experience this term with Mrs Wilson. They 
were initially given an introduction to the Craft, Design and Technology Department, taken on a 
tour of the Department and given some Health and Safety rules which they had to follow in the 
classroom and workshop such as wearing the correct PPE (Personal Protective Equipment), 
listening to instructions on how to use the tools and machinery safely in the workshop, learning 
about safety signs and symbols and their meanings.  
After break they went into the workshop to construct their challenge puzzle which was based on 
the “Tower of Hannoi” principle. The Tower of Hanoi was invented by a French Mathematician 
called Edouard Lucas in the 19 century. It is associated with a legend of a Hindu temple were 
the puzzle was used to increase the mental discipline of young priests. The pupils had to follow 
a number of steps in order to manufacture their puzzle e.g. marking out the base and other 
pieces for their puzzle, drilling holes for the dowels, cutting 3 dowels of equal length, sanding all 
the edges of their puzzle, rubbing off all the pencil lines, colouring their pieces with dye and 
lastly waxing their puzzle. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed being given the opportunity to use the 
workshop to construct their product. They were fully immersed and engaged in the challenge.  
After lunch they completed an evaluation sheet giving feedback on how well their puzzle fitted 
into the task design brief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nine of our S3-S6 pupils have been taking part in the nationwide law programme,  ‘The School 
Mock Court Project’ since August.  As part of the project pupils had the opportunity to work as 
part of a legal team as either pursuers or defenders on a civil case.  They attended seminars at 
Oldmachar Academy on Mondays after school which were run by two lawyers who gave the 
pupils advice on how to write legal documents and how to perform in court.  At the end of 
October both teams delivered their cases brilliantly at Aberdeen Sherriff Court in front of real 
judges and both teams won their cases against the Oldmachar teams they were up against. 
  Both the pursuer and defender teams did really well and were top in Aberdeen City based on 
their scores.  They also managed to get into the top 10 in Scotland, with the defenders coming 
7th and the pursuers coming 9th amongst all the participating schools in the country.   
 

Mock Court Project 

S1 D&T Experience 
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As part of the ‘Crime and the Law’ section of their Higher Modern Studies course, pupils learn 
about the prison system in Scotland.   To support their learning in this area pupils visited 
Grampian Prison and Peterhead Prison Museum on the 27th of November.  At Grampian Prison 
they were guided round the visit rooms,  the education department and an unoccupied cell by 
two of the prison guards.  At Peterhead Prison Museum they got a guided tour of the prison by 
an ex prison guard.  This gave pupils the opportunity to compare the ‘old’ punishment style 
approach to prison with the ‘new’ rehabilitative approach, and to form an opinion on which they 
think is most successful.   
 
 
 
 
   
We are the Bucksburn Leadership group of 2019 and we were selected to visit Loch Eil so we 
could create a project which would help our community. We also did lots of other activities whilst 
we were away some included the jog and dip, canoeing, abseiling, an exhibition and a zip line. 
Whist we were away we improved our leadership and teamwork skills and got to know people 
better, but also learned more about ourselves. As our project we have decided to start a food 
bank inside Bucksburn Academy where students can bring in food and place it in a container 
which we will then give to the Catalyst Vineyard Church who are situated in the Beacon. The 
containers will be located at the front of Bucksburn Academy and will also be placed in the 
Bucksburn Library. We are hoping to fill the containers every month and help people who are in 
need of assistance. Next year we will be doing a dress down day where pupils should bring in at 
least one item of food (preferable tinned and long lasting) to school where it will be collected by 
the Leadership group and then passed on to the Catalyst Vineyard Church. Thank you for your 
donations and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

S3 Leadership Group 

Higher Modern Studies Prison Trip 
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Before 
and After 
(Jumping 
in the 
loch) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 
This term the science department have been busy getting involved in lots of STEM activities. 
Science Buddies 
Our S5/6 Science buddies have been helping out in junior classes, science set 8 were making 
some density columns with their buddy, Ailsa Smith, as part of the Forces topic. 
 

 
Emily Manson has been working with science set 6, helping pupils with activities. She has also 
been encouraging the class to 'ask the scientist' and find out more about anything which 
interests them.  
Amy Docherty has been helping pupils in science set 1 with different tasks. This has been 
extremely beneficial to the pupils, who love having her there to guide them. 
 
Science Ambassador 
Emily Manson, our Science Ambassador has been visiting Brimmond Primary, teaching P4 
classes once a week. They have been having great fun learning about the water cycle and 
making clouds. 
 
STEM events 
Miss Gillan has arranged some very successful STEM events for S2 pupils: 
NESCOL challenge 2019 

Aspiring chef! 
 

Science news 
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All S2 classes took part in the NESCOL STEM competition in which they were given 
instructions to complete various STEM related activities. They individually had to build various 
circuits and use their problem solving skills and scientific knowledge to complete the dedicated 
tasks in the fastest time but also completing the tasks accurately. Two pupils from each class 
then went forward to the play offs in which they competed against each other in building a fuel 
tower. The two winners from this then went onto the finals in NESCOL. Leah and Andrew  
represented Bucksburn Academy by competing with other schools throughout the city by 
using team work, strategy, scientific knowledge and problem solving skills to complete 10 tasks. 
They achieved 2nd place and won FitBit's for their hard work throughout all tasks. Well done! 
 
Hydrogen Challenge 2019 
Arcola Energy visited Bucksburn Academy and delivered workshops in which S2 pupils had to 
use their problem solving skills and knowledge to build hydrogen fuel cell cars. The aim was to 
see how far the car could go and the car that travelled the longest distance would progress to 
the next stage. Using problem solving skills to try and streamline the car and ensure it travelled 
pupils had to work in a team to achieve this. The winners of the competition Ashley, Andrew, 
Calvin, Leighton, Josh, Oscar, Caitlin, Natasha and Stephanie made a car which travelled 
approximately 20 metres and progressed onto the final where they took part in a competition 
with schools throughout the city. 
Bucksburn Academy achieved 3rd place which was an amazing result.  
 
Young STEM Leaders 

 
Ailsa Smith, Lana Pottinger and Sophie Ewen have become our 1st STEM Leaders, they 
have visited some S4/5 classes to discuss revision materials and exam techniques. Ailsa has 
been promoting Space School to the current S5’s as she had such a fantastic experience there 
last year. They are currently offering study support sessions at lunchtimes in the science 
and maths departments. Sessions run for S3-S5 pupils on a Tuesday in S69 and a 
Thursday in S71 and S67. All are welcome to come along and get some help with any of 
the STEM subjects. 
 
Northsound Energy School’s Challenge 
Lewis Poole led our team through the Northsound Energy Schools Challenge, you may have 
heard them on the radio! Lewis, with Enara Abad, Jimi Daramola and Adi Kumar beat Alford 
Academy to get to the quarter finals where we were knocked out by Robert Gordons College. It 
was a tense contest, well done team Bucksburn! 
Well done to all our pupils who have, and continue to be, involved in our STEM activities. 
You should be extremely proud of your achievements! 
Mrs Barber  
Physics Teacher 
 
 
 
 
Lunchtime concerts 
A new series of lunchtime concerts have started this term in the Music Department. These 
concerts take place once a month and are organised and run by 4 senior pupils (Emily Manson, 
Ailsa Smith, Isla Baillie and Julia Marshall) with support from our woodwind instructor, Ms Jillian 
Hunter, and our brass instructor, Mr Alex Gregory.  These concerts give pupils the chance to 
showcase their talents and are open for all of the school community and parents to attend.  If 
any pupil is interested in taking part in one of these concerts they should let a member of the 
organising committee know. Our next concert will be on Monday 10 February at 13.15. 

Music Department News 
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Senior Ukulele 
Our Senior Ukulele Orchestra went down a storm at the Kingswells Christmas Carol Service at 
the Kingswells Community Centre on Friday 6 December. Playing at an indoor venue was a 
welcome change this Christmas! They will also be leading the whole school, house by house, in 
some end of term festive celebrations on the last day, making sure that we all leave with some 
Christmas cheer. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 8th November 2019 we went to the Inclusive Zone Basketball Festival at the Beach 
Leisure Centre. We travelled by school bus and it took us about 20 minutes to get there. We 
arrived there at about 9:30/9:45 am. 
Pupils from ASN 2, 4, 5, 8 and 9 took part in this event. 
The Festival involved pupils with additional support needs from different schools playing against 
each other. 
We were able to use wheelchairs during some of the matches. 
I really enjoyed it and found it fun and energizing. 
By Jake Milne ASN 7  
 

 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

Inclusive Zone Basketball Tournament 
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On December 6th, Ashley (ASN 9) and Tilli-Anna (ASN10) met William Kamkwambe, the author 
of “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind”. William is from Malawi and he shared his inspirational 
story: at the age of 13, using books from his local library, he taught himself how to make a 
windmill, using items from the scrap yard. He used the windmill to produce electricity first and to 
pump water to help his community grow more crops. 
Tilli-Anna and Ashley learnt about his story last year, as part of their Learning for Sustainability 
class project. They were delighted to meet William and have the opportunity to ask him 
questions. 
 

 
 
 
 
In November we took S3 pupils from Media and Photography and Art and Design classes to 
visit the V&A in Dundee. Pupils were given the opportunity to take part in a workshop ran by 
local designers. They were given a brief to come up with a new design for a product which could 
be sold in the V&A gift shop. Pupils walked around the permanent exhibition looking for 
inspiration for their designs then created prototypes in groups to show what they’re designs 
might look like.  
After workshops pupils were given a photography challenge. They had to take photographs 
around the V&A building inside and outside based on 10 composition challenges.  
The day was extremely successful with pupils representing the school in a very respectable 
manner.  Even the weather was on our side for once!   
 

Art and Design, Media and Photography trip to V&A 
Dundee 

 
 

Author Visit 
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In the lead up to the Christmas holidays two S6 pupils, Sophie Ewen and Yasmin Low, lead the 
initiative to introduce the recycling of crisp packets for Helimed79. The project began a week 
before the October holidays and within the week there was a full bag ready for collection. So far, 
there have been 4 large bags sent away and many boxes filled with crisp packets. The crisp 
packets are recycled and £2 is gratefully received for every 400 packets which goes straight to 
the charity. Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance work hard every day to save lives across Scotland 
and are currently trying to raise £6 million to launch a second helicopter, Helimed79, which will 
be based in Aberdeen.  
 
 
 
 

A group of senior pupils attended Offshore Europe on 06 September 2019. The school’s event 

was organised by Opito and Shell with an Opito oil and gas apprentice working with the group to 

complete tasks such as making a salt water powered car.  

The pupils were shown around the exhibition and were able to try different simulations of drilling 

for oil, used Virtual Reality headsets to go to the seabed and speak to different professionals 

within the industry from several companies about their different paths to their current careers. 

This allowed our young people to gain an insight into the multiple areas of expertise needed in 

the sector and how their future educational and career paths may lead them to employment in 

the industry.  

Offshore Europe  

 

Crisp packet recycling 
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First day back Monday 6th January  

S3 Parents’ evening Tuesday 14th January 

Parent Council Wednesday 15th January 

Assessment Weeks Monday 20th to Friday 31st January 

Senior Phase live reports Week ending 24th January 

S2 into S3 Parent Information Evening Tuesday 11th February 

S2 Report Friday 14th February 

February Holiday Monday 17th February 

In-service days (school closed to pupils) Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th February 

S4 Parents’ evening Thursday 20th February 

Senior Phase Parent information evening 
(for S3-5) 

Monday 24th February 

Parent Council Tuesday 25th February 

ASN Open Afternoon Tuesday 17th March 

End of term Friday 3rd April 

Dates For Your Diary - 2020 
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Donate your used stamps 
 

Donate your used stamps to Macmillan Cancer Support 
and help people living with cancer 

 

ASN 7 are once again collecting used stamps for charity. 

Please bring your used stamps to school and put them in the 
boxes which are located in: 

 

 

 

 

 

For every kilo of stamps collected, £7.50 plus VAT will be paid to 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Please carefully cut away any excess paper, leaving 
approximately 1cm around the stamp, avoiding any damage to 
the stamp itself. 
 
Thank you for helping us raise funds for this very worthwhile 
charity. 

 
From Class ASN 7 

 School Office 
 Staff Room 
 School Foyer 
 Library 
 ASN 7 classroom 
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Christmas Card design by Enara Abad. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy New 
Year 

 
 
 


