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S3 AT BUCKSBURN ACADEMY
S3 is an important year within Curriculum for Excellence. It is the final year of the S1 – S3
Junior Phase and the final year of the broad and general education we aim to offer all of our
pupils during this stage of their learning. It has a clear purpose which is to provide:
A broad and general education with increasing personalisation and choice ensuring a
strong platform for later learning.
The Curriculum for Excellence levels from ages 3-18 are set out below:

During S3 most pupils will successfully complete Level 3 Experiences and Outcomes and will
move on to the Level 4 Experiences and Outcomes. In S3 all pupils will study at least one
subject from each of the Curriculum Areas to ensure that all pupils continue to experience a
broad and general curriculum.
There will be an increase in personalisation and choice as pupils choose one subject from each
curriculum area but will further personalise their curriculum through choosing 2 additional
subjects from the “elective” columns. This is set out below:
All pupils will study
English
Mathematics
Modern Languages or Youth Achievement Award
Physical Education
Personal and Social Education
Religion, Values and Belief Award
Personal & Financial Literacy

3 periods per week
3 periods per week
2 periods per week
2 periods per week
1 period per week
1 period per week
1 period per week
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Pupils will study one subject from each of the following curriculum areas
Biology
2 periods per week
SCIENCES
Chemistry
Physics
History
2 periods per week
HUMANITIES
Geography
Modern Studies
Business Studies
2 periods per week
TECHNOLOGIES Computing
Music Technology
Art & Design
2 periods per week
EXPRESSIVE &
Music
PERFORMING
Drama
ARTS
HEALTH &
WELLBEING

PE
Home Economics
John Muir Award

2 periods per week

And 2 other subjects from “elective” columns (subject to viable numbers and staffing)

The following pages provide further guidance on the courses that each subject area within our
Faculties will deliver in S3. As in S1 and S2 all subject areas will continue to provide pupils with
an opportunity to develop literacy, numeracy and health and well-being experiences. They will
also develop skills for learning and skills for work.
It is important to remember that pupils are personalising their broad and general curriculum
in S3. They will be making choices for the Senior Phase and national qualifications at the end
of S3 to begin in S4.
Further information on this stage in pupil’s learning and the Personalisation & Choice process
can be found under the ‘Learners’ tab, then ‘Personalisation & Choice’ on the school website
(www.bucksburnacademy.org.uk)

M Paul
Head Teacher
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CORE SUBJECTS: Level 4 – ENGLISH
CURRICULUM AREA: Literacy and English
The Level 4 English course builds on the level 3 S1/2 course and aims to develop your skills of
reading, writing, listening and talking. Throughout the course you will:





listen and talk, read and write for a variety of purposes and audiences
understand, analyse and evaluate a range of texts (books, plays, poems and media texts)
write in a variety of ways (informative, persuasive, imaginative)
plan and research topics using reading and writing skills

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
English lessons are inter-active, providing opportunities for listening, talking, reading, writing
and thinking. Working in pairs, groups and individually, you will read, discuss and write about
novels, plays, poetry and films. You will also research topics in depth and present your findings
to the class. Knowledge about language will be taught throughout the course.
Theatre visits, library links (including visiting authors) and debating will give you additional
opportunities to use language skills in real contexts. At all times you will be encouraged to take
an active part in your own learning.
HOMEWORK:
You will receive regular homework. This might involve completing or redrafting class work,
researching a topic, preparing talks or learning spelling. Personal Reading is very important and
you will be expected to choose books from the library to read at home.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course and will take
one of four forms: ‘write’, ‘make’, ‘say’, ‘do’. Your folio of writing and reading pieces and group
and individual talk will be assessed formally.
PROGRESSION:
An appropriate level of English is available to all pupils who complete the work covered in S1
and S2. Progression in English from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

S2 CfE Level 3

National 3 / 4

National 5

CfE Higher

S2 CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

S2 CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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CORE SUBJECTS: MATHEMATICS
CURRICULUM AREA: Numeracy and Mathematics
Students will continue to build upon the numeracy skills and
mathematical knowledge gained in S1/2 with the majority of pupils
working at level 4 and beyond. There will be some pupils who are
developing at level 3 and we will try to ensure that all pupils are
appropriately challenged and making good progress. A range of topics
within the following broad areas will be studied:




Number, Money and Measure
Shape, Position and Movement
Information handling

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
As students move from S2 to S3 there is a shift from completely mixed ability classes toward a small degree
of setting so that we can continue to meet the needs of all our learners. Students will continue to experience
the variety of teaching and learning styles that they have become used to in S1/2 with a range of tasks and
activities where our aim is to ensure they are both engaged and challenged. We will also aim to support them
in becoming better learners by encouraging and enabling them to take an increasing level of responsibility for
their learning.

HOMEWORK:
Homework will be issued on a regular basis and all pupils will be expected to complete this. In return we will
mark their work and give them useful feedback to support them in identifying areas for improvement. We will
then ensure that they have resources available which they can use to help make these improvements.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will be both formative and summative throughout S3. The purpose of each assessment will be to
inform both the student and teacher of where they are doing well and where they need to improve.

PROGRESSION:
Our aim is to give as many students as possible the opportunity to experience National 5 Mathematics in S4.
There will however, be some students for whom National 4 is the most appropriate progression route.

S3

S4

S5

S6

S2 CfE Level 3

National 3 / 4

National 5

CfE Higher

S2 CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

S2 CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Higher
Advanced Higher
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CORE SUBJECTS: Level 4 – MODERN LANGUAGES: FRENCH
CURRICULUM AREA: Modern Languages
The level 4 Modern Languages course builds on the level 3 S1/2 course and aims to increase
your knowledge and understanding of the language. You will study a range of topics
including:





Holidays and Travel
Health and Well Being
World of Work
Leisure

You will explore cultural aspects of the country whose language you are learning and you will
become familiar with and learn to apply the rules of the language.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
In a Modern Language class pupils are exposed to and develop competence in the skills of
Listening and Talking, Reading and Writing. Activities include word games, paired speaking,
reading of authentic foreign language texts, listening to native speakers, watching video clips,
use of ICT to create presentations, group and individual work.
HOMEWORK:
Pupils are expected to work regularly at home on the learning of new vocabulary and sentence
structures. To reinforce class work pupils may also have reading and listening and writing tasks
to complete at home.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Pupils will be assessed in the skills of Listening and Talking, Reading and Writing. In addition
to formal tests, pupils will be assessed informally throughout the course on the skills they are
developing.
PROGRESSION:
Level 4 in a Modern Language is available to all pupils after completing level 3 in S1/2.
Progression beyond S3 is as shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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PUPIL SUPPORT: YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (YAA)
CURRICULUM AREA: Pupil Support; Personal and Social Development.
Please note: pupils will be guided towards this course by their Pupil Support
Teacher if appropriate.
This course will focus on personal and social development of the young person as well as
working towards developing key skills for the world of work such as; confidence, interpersonal,
communication and organisation skills. The course will be led by a member of staff however
there will be significant input from external agencies. Pupils will be working in school and also
out with school. Pupils will also have the opportunity to discuss with staff about the make-up
of the course.
Pupils on this course will be considered for the Youth Achievement Award.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
There will be a wide variety of Learning and Teaching approaches adopted throughout the
course. Pupils will be required to work independently, work with others as part of a group,
use the internet to research and plan, work with external bodies and record their progress.
Interactive learning and practical work will be a large part of the course.
HOMEWORK:
Homework will be issued on a regular basis throughout the year. Pupils may be asked to plan
lessons and activities as part of their Homework.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessments will take different forms throughout the year.
PROGRESSION:
This course will prepare pupils well for the world of work and potential College places in the
future.
For further information about Youth Achievement Award please contact your
son/daughter’s Pupil Support Teacher.
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CORE SUBJECTS: Level 4 – PHYSICAL EDUCATION
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
All pupils will receive two hours of quality Physical Education. The course will further develop
pupil’s performance in a range of activities. The course will also look to develop social skills
and pupils ability to evaluate their own and others performances. Pupils will have an
opportunity to negotiate with staff the activities they would like to develop, allowing for more
opportunities to specialise.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Physical Education lessons will be taught predominantly through a practical context. There
will be opportunities for you to use video analysis equipment to evaluate performance.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessment
will be made in the practical context. Pupils will be assessed on their performance, their ability
to work with others and their ability to evaluate performances.
PROGRESSION:
Core Physical Education will allow pupils to consider National Qualifications at National 4
and 5 levels.
S3

S4

S5

S6

Core P.E.

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Core P.E.

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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CORE SUBJECTS: RELIGION, BELIEF & VALUES AWARD (National 4)
CURRICULUM AREA: Religious & Moral Education
In this unit course you will investigate human rights
issues in the world today. You will find out:
 The causes of war, injustice, famine and
other human rights issues.
 Religious and moral responses to these
issues
 Key organisations which work to resolve
these conflicts and issues
You will select one organisation to investigate in more
detail, write a report of its work which includes religious
and moral aspects. Interview members of this
organisation and promote its work in the local
community.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Recent world conflicts and humanitarian concerns are
examined using video clips and witness statement
accounts. Discussion, debate and project work will be a
key feature.
HOMEWORK:
Completing project work and assessment preparation.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Writing an investigation on the work of an organisation
which responds to world humanitarian emergencies.
Promoting the work of this organisation in the
community. The quality of the report produced and how
well the organisation is promoted in the community will
be assessable areas. Key skills their development and
application will also be assessed.
PROGRESSION:
Builds on the experiences and outcomes for Religious and Moral Education as well as activities
in the wider life of the school.
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CORE SUBJECTS: PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY
CURRICULUM AREA: Money Management, the Principles of Money
The Level 4 Personal Finance course develops basic life management
skills as it equips pupils with the skills to cope confidently and effectively
with basic financial encounters as well as managing money.
In the Principles of Money unit pupils will identify money and different
forms of income, describe ways to store and access money and create
and use a budget. Pupils will then describe how to open a bank account
and will gain a deeper knowledge of foreign exchange.
In the Money Management unit classes will learn the Principles of Money, the different costs
you incur in adult life and pupils will calculate bills. Pupils will then look at different forms of
borrowing, insurance and long term financial planning. Furthermore, this unit looks at buying
and spending.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Personal Finance lessons are varied and will include a mixture of online, written and group
work. A profile will be kept of your performance in class work, homework and assessments.
This will let you keep a record of the areas you are doing well in, as well as setting yourself
targets to help you improve as you work through the course.
HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. It may consist of completing an exercise started
in class, completing a homework sheet or revising for an assessment.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. The course
has been designed for on-line testing via SOLAR which is SQA’s “platform for formative and
summative assessment”. The assessments are generated from an item bank which means in
practice that every learner gets their own unique assessment every time it is attempted.
Assessments consist of the following types of questions: Multiple Choice, Multiple Response,
Matching, Gap fill, Drag and Drop and Re-order.
PROGRESSION:
This course familiarises pupils with some of the experiences and outcomes of National 4/5
Business Education subjects and Mathematics.
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SCIENCES: Level 4 – BIOLOGY
CURRICULUM AREA: Science - Planet Earth and Biological Systems
Biology is the study of living things and the level 4 Biology course builds on the knowledge and
skills gained in the S1/2 Science course. You will develop an understanding of Planet Earth and
Biological Systems which includes the following topics.
 Cell Biology – cells and their interactions.
 Multicellular Organisms – reproduction, inheritance and
biological responses
Life on Earth – living things and their interactions


LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Biology lessons include learning through experiments and investigations, demonstrations,
presentations, research, group work, active learning tasks, problem solving and note-taking.
HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
There will be written tests at the end of each unit assessing knowledge and understanding and
problem solving skills. Pupils will also be assessed on their practical skills and abilities to design
and carry out experiments. There will also be ongoing assessments of performance in group
work, presentation skills and research skills.
PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Biology is available to all pupils who have completed level 3 Science in S1/2. Progression
in Biology from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher

12

S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
SCIENCES: Level 4 – CHEMISTRY
CURRICULUM AREA: Science - Planet Earth and Materials
Chemistry is the study of chemicals, their properties, origins and uses. The level 4 Chemistry
course builds on the knowledge and skills gained in the S1/2 Science course. You will develop
an understanding of Planet Earth and Materials which includes the following topics:
 Chemical reactions – in the laboratory and in the environment
 Fuels – their formation, importance and impact on our lives
 The Atom – structure and bonding
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Chemistry lessons include learning through experiments and investigations, demonstrations,
presentations, research, group work, active learning tasks, problem solving and note-taking.
HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
There will be formal (written tests) at the end of each unit testing knowledge and
understanding and problem solving skills. Pupils will be assessed on their practical skills and
abilities to design and carry out experiments. There will also be ongoing assessments of
performance in group work, presentation skills and research skills.
PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Chemistry is available to all pupils who have completed level 3 Science in S1/2.
Progression in Chemistry from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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SCIENCES: Level 4 – PHYSICS
CURRICULUM AREA: Science - Forces, Electricity and Waves
Physics is the study of how things work and the level 4 Physics course builds on the knowledge
and skills gained in the S1/2 Science course. You will develop an understanding of Forces,
Electricity and Waves which includes the following topics:
 Waves and Radiation – Investigate how waves are used in everyday life
and explore nuclear radiation.
 Dynamics and Space – Measure speed and acceleration. Investigate
forces and motion in terms of space exploration.
 Electricity and Energy – Research different methods of electricity
generation and energy conservation. Build and investigate practical electrical
circuits.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Physics lessons include learning through experiments and investigations, demonstrations,
presentations, research, group work, active learning tasks, problem solving and note-taking.
HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
There will be formal (written tests) at the end of each unit testing knowledge and
understanding and problem solving skills. Pupils will be assessed on their practical skills and
abilities to design and carry out experiments. There will also be ongoing assessments of
performance in group work, presentation skills and research skills.
PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Physics is available to all pupils who have completed level 3 Science in S1/2. Progression
in Physics from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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HUMANITIES: Level 4 – GEOGRAPHY
CURRICULUM AREA: Social Studies - People, place and environment
The Level 4 Geography course builds on the level 3 S1/2 course and aims to increase your
knowledge and understanding of the physical and human environment around you. You will
study a wide range of topics including:
 Where do we live?: Settlement
 Where does our food come from?: Agriculture
 How is our world changing?: Climate Change &
Sustainability
 What shapes our earth?: Rivers
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Geography lessons are varied and will include activities such as looking at maps and diagrams,
mapping software, powerpoint presentations, SMART interactive voting, internet research
using netbooks and revision exercises. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to complete
and the work will be at an appropriate level for you.
HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work,
revising for assessments or undertaking research into investigation work.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. This means
evidence on how you are progressing will be collected throughout each unit in a variety of
ways e.g. research work, presentation work, homework as well as formal assessments where
some questions will test your knowledge of the subject; others will test the skills you have
developed in the unit.
PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Geography is available to all pupils after completing level 3 in S1/2. Progression in
Geography from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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HUMANITIES: Level 4 – HISTORY
CURRICULUM AREA: Social Studies - People, past events and societies
The Level 4 History course builds on the level 3 S1/2 course and aims to increase your knowledge
and understanding of key historical events in the past in a Scottish, British and European/World
context. You will study a range of topics including:
 The Scottish Experience of the First World War: Why did
‘the war to end all wars’ start? What encouraged men to go and
fight for King and Country? What were conditions in the trenches
really like? How did WW1end?
 Hitler: The Rise of Evil: How and why did Hitler come to
power? What was life like in Nazi Germany?
 Inequality in History - Dying for the Vote: Why were women
denied the right to vote? How did women gain the right to vote?
Who were the Suffragists/Suffragettes? What tactics did they use?

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
History lessons are varied and will include activities such as evaluating primary and secondary sources,
using DVD documentaries and powerpoint presentations, individual and group work/discussion and
internet research. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to complete and the work will be at an
appropriate level for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work, revising for
assessments or undertaking research into investigation work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessments will be
in one of four forms to include: ‘write’, ‘make’, ‘say’ and ‘do’. As well as formative assessment you will
also be assessed at the end of each unit. Some questions will test your knowledge of the subject;
others will test the skills you have developed in the unit.

PROGRESSION:
Level 4 History is available to all pupils after completing level 3 in S1/2. Progression in History from
S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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HUMANITIES: Level 4 – MODERN STUDIES
CURRICULUM AREA: Social Studies - People, place and society
The Level 4 Modern Studies course builds on the level 3 S1/2 course and aims to develop your
knowledge and understanding of recent international events and issues impacting British society.
You will study a wide range of topics including:
 Crime and the Law in the UK: What are the causes,
impact and responses to crime in the UK?
 Modern Conflicts: What is happening with conflicts
across the world, including Syria, Palestine and North
Korea?
 Pressure Groups and the Media: How do pressure
groups and the media influence the public and the
government in a democracy?

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Modern Studies lessons are varied and will include activities such as class debates, researching
current affairs, individual and group tasks, analysing piecharts/graphs/diagrams, watching relevant
documentaries and taking part in a mock trial. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to
complete and the work will be at an appropriate level for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive regular homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work,
revising for assessments or undertaking research for investigations.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessments will
be in one of four forms to include: ‘write’, ‘make’, ‘say’ and ‘do’. As well as formative assessment
you will also be assessed at the end of each unit. Some questions will test your knowledge of the
subject; others will test the skills you have developed in the unit.

PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Modern Studies is available to all pupils after completing level 3 in S1/2. Progression in
Modern Studies from S3 to S6 is shown below:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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TECHNOLOGIES: Level 4 – BUSINESS EDUCATION
CURRICULUM AREA: Business Education - An Introduction to Business and the World of Work
The Level 4 Business Education course builds on the skills you learnt in
S1/2 ICT and the business knowledge you gained in S2 Enterprise. This
course will enable you to develop a basic understanding of administration
in the workplace, develop IT skills and use them to perform various
administrative tasks and to develop a knowledge and understanding of
the importance of business and enterprise, how enterprises are organised
and how they function.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Business Education lessons are varied and will include activities such as Word Processing,
creating and editing Spreadsheets, Databases, and PowerPoint Presentations – working
through a series of booklets. You will also be involved in paired activities and group work
exercises, learning about the structure of businesses and the roles within the various
departments. A profile will be kept of your performance in class work, homework and
assessments. This will let you keep a record of the areas you are doing well in, as well as setting
yourself targets to help you improve as you work through the course.
HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. It may consist of completing an exercise started
in class, completing a homework sheet or revising for an assessment.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessments
will be in one of four forms to include: ‘write’, ‘make’, ‘say’ and ‘do’. As well as formative
assessment you will also be assessed at the end of each unit. These assessments will either be
practical based, testing your skills or knowledge based.
PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 4

N4/5 Admin & IT

N5/H Admin & IT

H Admin & IT

CfE Level 4

N4 Business
N5 Bus. Man.

N5/H Bus. Man.

H/AH Bus. Man.
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TECHNOLOGIES: Level 4 – COMPUTING STUDIES
CURRICULUM AREA: Computing Science
The Level 4 Computing and Software Development course builds on the level 3 S1/2 ICT
course. On completion of the course you will gain knowledge and practical experience in the
following areas:





Solving problems using a programming language.
Designing and creating your own game environment, characters and backgrounds.
Using graphics and animation software.
How to ensure the safety of your own devices from viruses, malware, hackers, etc. and
looking at your own personal safety online.
 Creating and using information sharing software tools.
 Making use of ICT to solve problems in different learning contexts.
 Creating and manipulating Databases.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:





Teacher lead demonstrations
Group work
Individual work
Research

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work,
revising for assessments or undertaking research/investigation work in preparation for a class
project.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
 Teacher and peer observation
 Teacher and peer marking
Practically, the final product as well as the way in which you solve the problem. You will also
be assessed on your understanding of the theory covered in the course.
PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 4

N4 Computing Science N5 Computing Science H Computing Science

CfE Level 4

N5 Computing Science H Computing Science AH Computing Science
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TECHNOLOGIES: Level 4 – MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
CURRICULUM AREA: Technologies
Level 4 Music Technology is ideal for you if you have an interest in music and enjoy using
computers. In this course, you will learn to record live sound and how to manipulate it by adding
effects. You will do this using iMacs, Macbooks and the software GarageBand. The course will
begin by teaching you basic techniques and you will progress onto completing individual and
group projects such as recording live performances, creating radio broadcasts and adding sound
to film clips/adverts.
The course is split into the following topics:
▪ Music Technology Skills
▪ Music Technology Projects
Please note: for this course, it is not necessary to play an instrument but might be an advantage.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Music Technology lessons are mainly practical and you will learn through watching teacher
demonstrations and completing practical tasks which will lead to larger projects. Projects will
mainly be completed in pairs or small groups so it will help if you are good at working with
others.

HOMEWORK:
You will not be given set homework but might be expected to come in over a lunch break or after
school to complete projects if you have fallen behind.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place informally throughout the course. Assessment will be made in a
practical context. Pupils will be assessed on their projects, their ability to work with others and
their ability to evaluate their work.

PROGRESSION:
Level 4 Music Technology builds skills which will be useful and relevant for pupils who take
National 4/5 level music in S4.
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EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS: Level 4 – ART & DESIGN
CURRICULUM AREA: Expressive Arts – Art & Design
S3 coursework is designed to ensure that all pupils develop a strong platform for later learning and
for successful transition to qualifications at the appropriate level. Smoothly building on skills and
experiences from S1&2, courses are process based so that pupils gain confidence in using creative and
problem solving skills. The course has built in flexibility to offer excellent articulation and relevance
while still retaining an element of personal choice and selection. As pupils progress the level of choice
and independence increases accordingly. There are 3 main types of activity which may contain:
 Expressive: Drawing, Painting, Printmaking & Clay / Sculpture
 Design: Fashion Headwear and Accessory Design, Jewellery,
Product Design, Graphic Design, Architecture
 Art & Design Studies: Researching the work of Artists and Designers,
both historic and contemporary, appropriate to pupil’s practical activity

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Pupils research and investigate through drawing and recording from relevant source imagery. Pupils
develop ideas through a progression of experimental pieces in both two and three dimensions. Pupils
reflect, discuss and then select an idea /composition/ structure to be taken into the final production
of a piece of artwork or design. Pupils study the work of Artists & Designers gaining knowledge of
their creative process & various approaches to work.

HOMEWORK:
Homework will be given when deemed appropriate. However, pupils are encouraged to take their
folio of work home on a regular basis so that they can practise and improve on project work. Extra
work is highly advisable and recommended for progression.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Pupils will take part
in self-assessment and peer assessment. Teacher assessment of pupil work will cover recording and
observational skills, development and creative skills, media handling skills and impact of final piece of
work in each unit in each project. Feedback to pupils is on-going throughout session.

PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS: Level 4 – DRAMA
CURRICULUM AREA: Expressive Arts – Drama, Production Skills and Production Performance
The S3 course in Drama builds on prior knowledge at level 3 and aims to develop learners knowledge and
understanding of creating and presenting drama. Learners will develop critical thinking skills as they investigate,
develop and apply a range of drama and production skills. Four units will be completed.
Unit 1: Working with text Learners engage in research and begin to develop an understanding of how
the social and economic background of a text can influence their performance.
Unit 2: Real life drama Learners explore how real life issues are used to create drama through
exploration of the case of Derek Bentley.
Unit 3: Characterisation Learners explore characterisation exercises such as role-play, thought tunnel
and hot-seating to develop their acting skills.
Unit 4: Production

Learners deepen their knowledge of Theatre Arts in performance of a selected text.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
In Drama you will be asked to explore ideas and thoughts through acting, directing and theatre production
through both text and a variety of stimuli. By using simple production skills you can design create and present
drama to communicate a message to an audience. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to complete and
the work will be at an appropriate level for you. All pupils will have to act out and perform as part of
this course.

HOMEWORK:
Learners are expected to revise over lines at home in preparation for performances.
Pupils are also given a number of written exercises such as research, character cards
and writing in role, to assist with the further development of their characters.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place informally against CFE Level 4 outcomes. Self and peer evaluation will be an integral
part of learning to track progress and ensure pupils are moving forward. End of unit performances are also
recorded and kept as evidence of a pupil’s progression.

PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS: Level 4 – MUSIC
CURRICULUM AREA: Expressive Arts – Music
The Level 4 Music course builds on the Level 3 S1/2 course and aims to increase your skills in
performing, composing and listening. You will be asked to choose 2 instruments to perform on
and you can choose from drum kit, guitar, ukulele, bass guitar, keyboard, tuned percussion, steel
pans and voice. If you get lessons on an instrument which is not on this list you can also choose
this instrument as one of your options. The main focus of lessons will be performing but during
the year there will also be related listening and composition tasks.


Performing – this will involve performing individually and with
the whole class on both of your chosen instruments. To start with
you will perform pieces chosen by your teacher but as your skills
develop you will be given more choice about the music you play.
 Listening – you will learn about different musical concepts which
are in the performance pieces to increase your overall
understanding of music.
 Composing – you will create your own music based upon the concepts you learn through
performing and listening.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
The majority of your time will be spent performing individually and with the class on your chosen
instruments. You will set targets with your teacher and the music will be at an appropriate level
for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will not be given written homework but are expected to revise for assessments and rehearse
your instrument(s) out with class time.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
The assessment of performing and composing will take place informally throughout the course.
Some of your best performances and compositions will be recorded and formally assessed.
There will be small multi choice assessments related to the class listening activities throughout
the course.

PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS: Level 4 – PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA
CURRICULUM AREA: Expressive Arts – Photography
Photography is a huge part of modern living with the majority of us having cameras on our phones
ready to capture a photograph at any moment. Would you like to know how to take better
photographs and be able to enhance and manipulate the image to make it look more professional?
Are you interested in video editing? Do you like designing graphics? If so, this is the course for you.
The S3 photography course will develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of camera controls and
photographic techniques.
Activity Examples:







Basic Camera Skills
Composition Techniques
Learning about Other Photographers
Introduction to Photoshop
Video Editing Software
Graphic Design

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Pupils will learn basic camera techniques, such as how to use the different functions of a digital camera
in order to control exposure, focus and other appropriate settings. From looking at the work of other
photographers, pupils will develop their understanding of subject matter, composition and the
principles of creating successful images. Using Adobe Photoshop, pupils will be given the opportunity
to use a variety of simple enhancements to improve their images. Pupils will be able to take part in
photography competitions and have opportunities to look at other forms of digital media through
Graphic Design Projects and video editing software. Pupils will have opportunities to follow a design
brief which will involve making creative decisions.

HOMEWORK:
Pupils might be asked to take photographs and record short videos.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Pupils will take part
in self-assessment and peer assessment. Teacher assessment of pupil work will cover basic camera
skills learnt, quality of photographs produced and final work submissions. Feedback to pupils is ongoing throughout the session.

PROGRESSION:
S3

CfE Level 4

S4

S5

S6

CfE Higher

CfE Higher
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
HEALTH & WELLBEING: Level 4 – DANCE
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
The course will follow a developmental process; it will lead you through how best to improve
your Dance performance across various styles. Pupils will have the opportunity to negotiate
the styles of Dance selected. Creativity will be developed through independent and group work
when producing choreographic pieces. The key areas will be as follows:






How to evaluate own and others dance performances
How dance styles have changed over the years
What influences dance performance and developing
these areas
How we can improve Dance Performance
The introduction and development of choreographic
devices

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Dance lessons will be taught mainly through the practical context. There will be opportunities
for you to use video analysis equipment to evaluate performance. From looking at the work of
choreographers and dancers, pupils will develop their understanding of originality of
movements and also the importance of posture, alignment and performance skills when
dancing. You will set targets with your teacher and the dance techniques will be at an
appropriate level for you.
HOMEWORK:
Some homework may be necessary throughout the course.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessment
will be made in the practical context.
PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
HEALTH & WELLBEING: Level 4 – HOME ECONOMICS
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
The level 4 Home economics course builds on the level
3 S1/S2 course. It enables you to develop cookery skills
and your knowledge and understanding of the
relationship between food and health and wellbeing.
Topics of study include:
 Cookery processes
 Food preparation techniques
 Foods of the world
 Health and wellbeing.
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Lessons will focus mainly on the practical work.
However theory lessons will study ingredients,
equipment and techniques required to undertake the
practical lessons successfully. A variety of learning and
teaching methods will be used including; internet
research, power point presentations, textbook learning
and revision exercises.
HOMEWORK:
Homework will be required regularly throughout the
course and will depend on the topic of study and the
information required.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
The course will be internally assessed both formally and informally. Practical skills will be
assessed throughout the course and subject knowledge at set intervals.
PROGRESSION:
This course allows progression to study National 4 Practical Cookery and then onto National
5 level. Both courses open up a range of progression routes to further education and may
ultimately lead to employment and/or training in the hospitality and catering sector.
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
HEALTH & WELLBEING: JOHN MUIR AWARD (EXPLORE)
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
In this course you will:
 Find out who John Muir was and his work as an
environmentalist
 Work through the John Muir Awards and be aware how
the outdoors helps our health and wellbeing
 Discover and explore a wild place in the school grounds
or close to school and take care of it
 Find out about the species of animals and plants that live
in and around the school grounds
 Investigate a variety of different habitats and discuss the
effects humans can have on these
 Have the opportunity to teach nature lessons to primary
pupils who will visit our school
 Investigate key environmental topics such as Renewable
Energy. There will be opportunities to work with
European schools, business and community partners on
environmental issues.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
We will learn by observing nature, making drawings and models.
Taking photographs, completing environmental games,
investigating topics in a practical, “hands on” way. Watching
nature programmes, completing diaries and written reports on
environmental projects. We will set up outdoor learning stations
in the school grounds using shelters and tarps/tents.

HOMEWORK:
This will involve keeping jotters or scrap books up to date. Planning and writing up project reports,
preparing lessons and teaching materials for primary school pupils.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Jotter work and scrap books require to be kept up to date. Written nature reports and lesson plans for
younger pupils will be graded. There will be wildlife and plant identification tests. You need to meet certain
criteria to gain your John Muir Discovery and Explore Awards. For more information visit the John Muir
Award Website. http://www.jmt.org/jmaward-home.asp

PROGRESSION:
For those pupils who have achieved a John Muir Discovery Award already, they will start at Explore or
Conserve level where they will follow a more challenging programme of activities.
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
HEALTH & WELLBEING: DUKE OF EDINBURGH
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award involves completing 4 sections:
 3 months of volunteering
Plus an additional 3
 3 months developing a skill
months in any one of
these activities
 3 months of a physical activity
 A 2 day/1 night expedition
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
The majority of class time will be spent preparing pupils for the expedition. Areas covered
will include: navigation skills; first aid; camp craft skills; cooking; health and safety;
teambuilding and the countryside code.
Throughout this course pupils will develop a range of skills including teamwork and
leadership; self-awareness; confidence and resilience.
It is essential that pupils are committed to working on their Volunteering, Skill and Physical
sections in their own time as no time in class can be given to this. Support will be offered to
help pupils choose and find activities.
HOMEWORK:
There will be occasional written homework but the majority of work outside of class time
will involve pupils completing their Physical, Skills and Volunteering sections. Pupils will also
be required to keep an online profile known as “EDofE” up to date by providing evidence
that they are working towards these sections.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Pupil progress will be regularly monitored using formative assessment. Presentations and
practical skills will be assessed throughout the year.
PROGRESSION:
There may be opportunities for pupils to progress to the Silver level of the Duke of
Edinburgh Award in S4 if they successfully complete Bronze level.
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S2> S3 PERSONALISATION &
CHOICE 2019/20
HEALTH & WELLBEING: Level 4 – PHYSICAL EDUCATION
CURRICULUM AREA: Health & Wellbeing
The course will follow a developmental process; it will increase understanding from a holistic
performance perspective and take you through how best to improve your sports performance.
Pupils will have the opportunity to negotiate the activities selected.
The key areas will be as follows:
 The impact Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical
factors have on performance
 Gathering data to analyse our Sporting Performance
 Improving sporting performance through a variety of
approaches
LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Physical Education lessons will be taught mainly through the practical context. There will be
opportunities for you to use video analysis equipment to evaluate performance.
HOMEWORK:
Some homework may be necessary throughout the course.
ASSESSMENT APPROACHES:
Assessment will take place both formally and informally throughout the course. Assessment
will be made in the practical context.
PROGRESSION:
S3

S4

S5

S6

CfE Level 3/4

National 4

National 5

CfE Higher

CfE Level 4

National 5

CfE Higher

Advanced Higher
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