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S4 AT BUCKSBURN ACADEMY – The Senior Phase
S4 is an important year within Curriculum for Excellence. It is the first year of the Senior Phase
as students will progress from the broad and general education of S1- S3 to make choices to
study for the new qualifications called “Nationals”. The Senior Phase at Bucksburn Academy has
a clear purpose:
To enable all students to undertake a range of national qualifications at the
appropriate level to ensure post school progression into a positive destination
To further develop the knowledge, skills and qualities to support our students to take
a meaningful and worthwhile place in society
To further develop the skills for life, learning and work
To experience opportunities for personal development and achievement
To experience challenge and success
To encourage an active and healthy lifestyle
To support planning for their future lives, careers and lifelong learning
The Curriculum for Excellence levels from ages 3-18 are set out below:

Most students in S4 will study courses at National 4 or 5 levels. In S4, the first year of the Senior
Phase, students will study for six courses and up to six courses in each subsequent year as set
out below:
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In very exceptional circumstances it may be possible for a student who has performed to a very
high standard by the end of S3 to enter a Higher level course in S4. This decision would be made
following discussion between the school, student and parents/carers.

N5 A / B / C*

N5 C* - Subject to consideration of personal circumstances including view of faculty
staff, alternative progression routes and the individual’s learner journey.

The next sections contain outlines of the National Courses we will be offering in session 201819. More detailed information on our plans for the Senior Phase can be found on our website at
www.bucksburnacademy.org.uk. Further information on the content of the courses we are
offering can be found at www.educationscotland.gov.uk/nationalqualifications

M Paul
Head Teacher
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LANGUAGE & LITERACY
NATIONAL 4/5 ENGLISH
National 4/5 English courses build on the skills developed in covering the Levels Three and Four
Experiences and Outcomes across Reading and Listening, Writing and Talking. Students will:






read, analyse and evaluate a range of texts – novels, plays, poetry, media
create and produce a range of texts for different purposes and audiences
develop an understanding of language through the study of a range of texts
analyse the impact of language
develop an appreciation of Scottish culture and literature by studying Scottish texts

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
These will take account of increased student maturity. Through direct teaching, collaborative,
pair and individual work, we aim to develop students’ confidence in using language in different
contexts and to prepare National 5 students thoroughly for the examination.
Students will study a wide range of texts, not only from literature, but also from journalism and
other non-fiction and will be encouraged to write in a variety of forms – personal, imaginative,
argumentative and persuasive.

HOMEWORK:
Strict deadlines operate for these courses. Students can expect homework, which may consist of
reading, completing assignments, planning or researching for writing tasks, at least once a week.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Portfolio – 30 marks (30%)
 Question Paper 1: 30 marks (30%)
 Question Paper 2: 40 marks (40%)
 Performance – Spoken Language (Achieved / Not Achieved)
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LANGUAGE & LITERACY
NATIONAL 4/5 FRENCH
National 4/5 French aims to further develop the language previously studied at level 3/4 in S3.
Learning a foreign language encourages children and young people to broaden their horizons as
they explore the language and its associated culture. In addition, the study of a language plays an
important role in the development of literacy skills. The National 4/5 French course builds on
the Experiences and Outcomes at level 4 and aims to increase knowledge and understanding of
the language. A range of topics is studied within the contexts of:





Society
Learning
Employability
Culture

We explore cultural aspects of the country whose language students are learning and they will
become familiar with and learn to apply the rules of the language.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
In French students will further develop their skills of Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking. They
will extend their vocabulary and they will broaden their knowledge about how the language
works, enabling them to understand and use the language at a more advanced level. Activities
include paired speaking, collaborative and independent reading of authentic foreign language texts,
listening to recordings of native speakers, watching video clips or films, writing for a variety of
purposes, use of ICT to create presentations, group and individual work.

HOMEWORK:
Students are expected to take responsibility for their own learning by working regularly at home
on the learning of new vocabulary and sentence structures and revising previous work. To
reinforce class work students may also have reading, listening or writing tasks to complete.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:






Course Assessment: Assignment (writing) – 20 marks (12.5%)
Course Assessment: Assignment (talking) – 30 marks (25%)
Question Paper 1: 30 marks (reading) (25%)
Question Paper 1: 20 marks (writing) (12.5%)
Question Paper 2: 20 marks (listening) (25%)
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MATHEMATICS & NUMERACY
NATIONAL 4/5 MATHEMATICS
The National 4/5 Mathematics course builds on the content of previous
mathematical learning and develops further skills in arithmetic, algebra,
geometry and trigonometry. In addition to the mathematical content
there will also be a focus on developing key skills, such as problem solving,
logical thinking and communication. There are three units to each course
described below. The units common to each course will be studied to
different depths depending on the level of course.
Mathematics: National 4
Mathematics: National 5
Expressions and Formulae (N4/5)
This includes the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the
evaluation of formulae
Relationships (N4/5)
This includes solving equations, understanding graphs and working with trigonometric
ratios
Numeracy (N4 only)
Applications (N5 only)
This includes solving straightforward, real- This includes using trigonometry, geometry,
life problems involving number, money,
number processes and statistics within realtime and measurement
life contexts

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
In the Mathematics department a rich and supportive learning environment is provided. This
includes learning and teaching approaches such as investigations and student project based tasks,
individual and group work and opportunities for the use of ICT. We also recognise the
importance of the more traditional approaches to the teaching of mathematics and try to strike
a good balance between a more rigorous, teacher led approach and opportunities for our
students to be involved with more ‘active’ learning.

HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision. This will include finishing off class tasks as well as the continuing use of
‘Mymaths’, our web based resource for which every student has an individual login.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Question Paper 1: 50 marks (45%)
 Question Paper 2: 60 marks (55%)
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SCIENCES
NATIONAL 4/5 BIOLOGY
The National 4/5 Biology course builds on the content of previous
scientific learning and in particular upon the CfE experiences and
outcomes with a biology focus. In addition to the Biology content
students will also develop the key skills of scientific inquiry, investigation
and analytical thinking, along with the application of knowledge and
understanding in relevant contexts. Students will also develop an
understanding of the role of Biology in society and the environment.
The course is divided into three key areas of Biology which will be studied to different depths
depending on which course is studied:





Cell Biology
Cell Structure and
transport across cell
membranes
DNA, genes and genetic
engineering
Proteins
Respiration

Multicellular Organisms
 Producing new cells
 Control and
communication
 Reproduction, variation
and inheritance
 Animal and plant transport
 Absorption of materials







Life on Earth
Ecosystems and
distribution of organisms
Photosynthesis
Energy in ecosystems
Food production
Evolution of species

HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (from 2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 100 marks (80%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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SCIENCES
NATIONAL 4/5 CHEMISTRY
The National 4/5 Chemistry course builds on the content of previous
scientific learning and in particular upon the Curriculum for Excellence
experiences and outcomes with a Chemistry focus. In addition to the
chemistry content students will also develop the key skills of scientific
inquiry, investigation and analytical thinking, along with the application of
knowledge and understanding in relevant contexts. Students will also
develop an understanding of the role of Chemistry in society and the
environment.
The course is divided into three key areas of Chemistry which will be studied to different depths
depending on which course is studied:
CHEMICAL CHANGES &
NATURE’S
STRUCTURE
CHEMISTRY
 Rates of reaction
 Carbon compounds
 Atomic structure and
 Energy and fuels
bonding
 Everyday consumer
 Formula writing
products
 Acids and bases







CHEMISTRY IN
SOCIETY
Metals
Properties of plastics
Fertilisers
Nuclear chemistry
Chemical analysis

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Chemistry lessons include learning through experiments and investigations, demonstrations,
presentations, research, group work, active learning tasks, problem solving and note-taking.

HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 100 marks (80%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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SCIENCES
NATIONAL 4/5 PHYSICS
The National 4/5 Physics course builds on the content of previous scientific
learning and in particular upon the CfE experiences and outcomes with a
Physics focus. In addition to the physics content students will also develop
the key skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical thinking, along
with the application of knowledge and understanding in relevant contexts.
Students will also develop an understanding of the role of Physics in society
and the environment.
The course is divided into three key areas of Physics which will be studied to different depths
depending on which course is studied:






Electricity and Energy
Conservation of energy
Electrical charge carriers
and electric fields
Electrical and electronic
circuits
Specific heat capacity
Gas laws and the kinetic
model






Waves and Radiation
Wave parameters and
behaviours
Electromagnetic spectrum
Light
Nuclear Radiation








Dynamics and Space
Vectors and scalars
Motion Graphs
Acceleration
Newton’s laws
Projectile motion
Space exploration and
cosmology

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Physics lessons include learning through experiments and investigations, demonstrations,
presentations, research, group work, active learning tasks, problem solving and note-taking.

HOMEWORK:
Regular homework will be given to consolidate class work, develop problem solving skills and
help with revision.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 135 marks (scaled to 100) (80%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.

10

S3>S4 PERSONALISATION & CHOICE 2018-19
HUMANITIES
NATIONAL 4/5 GEOGRAPHY
National 4/5 Geography focuses on the development of geographic skills
and techniques in the context of physical and human environments and
global issues. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of the
processes and interactions in the following contexts:
PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENTS
 Glaciation
 Coasts
 Conflicts
(Lake District NP)

 Weather

HUMAN
ENVIRONMENTS
 Urban
(Glasgow VS Mumbai)

 Rural

(Great Plains VS Kerala)

 Population &
development

GLOBAL
ISSUES
 Environmental
Hazards
(Tropical storms, Volcanoes
& Earthquakes)

 Health

(HIV/AIDS, Cholera and
Heart Disease)

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Geography lessons are varied and will include activities such as looking at maps and diagrams,
mapping software, PowerPoint presentations, Plicker quizzes, internet research using
laptops/iPads and revision exercises. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to complete and
the work will be at an appropriate level for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This will normally be in the form of exam style
questions by may involve finishing off class work, revising for assessments or undertaking
assignment research.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 80 marks (80%)

11

S3>S4 PERSONALISATION & CHOICE 2018-19
HUMANITIES
NATIONAL 4/5 HISTORY
The purpose of National 4/5 History is to open up the past for learners. History provides learners
with insights into their own lives, the society and the wider world in which they live. Students will
develop a range of historical skills, knowledge and understanding by studying a range of topics
drawn from Scottish, British and European contexts.
Migration and Empire, 1830-1939
This unit focuses on why different groups of people came to Scotland during the period 18301939. Why did Irish, Lithuanian, Jewish and Italian people come to Scotland? What jobs did they
do? How did they integrate into Scottish society? What problems did they face? It also examines
the reasons why so many Scottish people chose to leave Scotland. Why did Scottish people
emigrate to Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India? How did they contribute to developing
the ‘New World’? What impact did these countries of the Empire have on Scotland?
The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770-1807
An in depth study into Britain’s role in the Atlantic slave trade. Key topics include the
organisation of the triangular trade, the importance of the slave trade to Britain and the
Caribbean and what the life of a slave was like. The arguments for and against the slave trade
will be examined with particular focus on the abolitionist campaign.
Free At Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918-1968
Students will develop knowledge and understanding of race relations in the USA by studying the
turbulent years between 1918 and 1968. Key topics include the USA at the end of WW1, why
attitudes changed towards immigration, the experience of black Americans in the Southern states
– Jim Crow Laws and segregation, lack of voting right and the actions of the Ku Klux Klan. The
non-violent campaigns for civil rights will be examined focusing on the role of Martin Luther King
as well as the violent campaigns of Malcolm X and the Black Panthers.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
History lessons are varied and active and will include activities such as evaluating historical
sources, class discussion and debate, internet research and individual and group tasks. Your
teacher will set clear targets for you to complete and the work will be at an appropriate level for
you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work,
practising exam questions or revising for assessments.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 80 marks (80%)
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HUMANITIES
NATIONAL 4/5 MODERN STUDIES
National 4/5 Modern Studies focuses on understanding current social and political issues around
the world. Students will build skills in debating controversial modern topics, as well as learn to
detect bias in news articles and draw their own conclusions from different types of information.
They will gain in-depth knowledge and understanding of the following three units;
SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN
THE UK
 Why is there such a huge
divide between the rich and
poor in the UK?
 Is the Government doing
enough to tackle poverty?
 Should we be giving benefits
to those who are out-ofwork?
 Why is life expectancy in
some areas of Glasgow
lower than Afghanistan?

DEMOCRACY IN
SCOTLAND
 Should Scotland go
independent?
 What are the
consequences of Brexit?
 What do MSPs do to
represent me?
 What goes on in the
Scottish Parliament?
 How does our voting
systems work?
 How can I get involved in
politics?

THE USA
 What will Trump’s first
term as President be like?
 Why are ethnic minorities
far more likely to live in
poverty in the USA?
 What does the
Government do to tackle
inequalities?
 What is the American
Dream and is it achievable?
 Was Obama a good
President?

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Modern Studies lessons are varied and will include a range of group and individual activities, class
discussion and debate and library and internet research. Your teacher will set clear targets for
you to complete and the work will be set at an appropriate level for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work, revising
for assessments or undertaking research into investigation work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 20 marks (20%)
 Question Paper: 80 marks (80%)
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TECHNOLOGIES
NATIONAL 4/5 ADMINISTRATION & IT
National 4/5 Administration and IT will build the skills and knowledge that would be used by decision makers or
for supporting management in organisations. This course will be aimed at students attaining the National 5
qualification but will allow students to achieve at National 4 depending on their individual ability.
This course develops real life skills that are essential in every workplace by offering engaging, motivating and
relevant learning experiences through a range of theory and practical activities relevant to the world of work.
Coursework will involve you learning to gather information and use technology to prepare, present and
communicate your findings effectively and professionally. This will include understanding how modern
technologies – web conferencing, blogging and social networking have impacted on the modern workplace.
Emerging technologies will be incorporated so as to ensure that the course content remains current.
ADMINISTRATIVE
PRACTICES UNIT
Learners
will
develop
an
understanding of key legislation
affecting both organisations and
employees, the benefits to
organisations of good customer
care and the skills, qualities and
attributes
required
of
administrators. The unit will also
enable them to apply this
understanding in carrying out a
range of administrative tasks
required for organising and
supporting events.

IT SOLUTIONS FOR
ADMINISTRATORS UNIT
The purpose of the unit is to
develop learners’ skills in IT,
problem solving and organising
and managing information to
complete business tasks. Learners
will use IT applications to create
and edit business documents and it
will
allow
for
emerging
technologies to be incorporated
so as to ensure that its content
remains current and relevant. You
will undertake organisational tasks
that would be required to support
small scale projects and events.

COMMUNICATION IN
ADMINISTRATION UNIT
Learners will use IT for gathering
and sharing information with
others in administration-related
contexts. They will develop an
understanding of what constitutes
a reliable source of information
and an ability to identify and use
the most appropriate methods for
gathering information. They will
also become able to communicate
information in the most effective,
efficient and appropriate manner.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Administration lessons are varied and will include activities such as:
 Word Processing, creating and editing Spreadsheets and Databases, using Publisher to create brochures,
business cards and certificates and Power Point Presentations – working through a series of booklets.
 You will also be learning about the theoretical side of working in business.
A profile will be kept of your performance in class work, homework and assessments. This will let you keep a
record of the areas you are doing well in, as well as setting yourself targets to help you improve as you work
through the course.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work or revising for
assessments.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:



Course Assessment: Assignment – 70 marks (58%)
Question Paper: 50 marks (42%)

14

S3>S4 PERSONALISATION & CHOICE 2018-19
TECHNOLOGIES
N4 BUSINESS / N5 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
This course will be aimed at students attaining the National 5 qualification in S4 but will allow some students to achieve National
4 depending on their individual ability.
Studying Business and Business Management will allow you to make a positive and practical contribution to any organisation
regardless of your career choice. You will develop transferable, enterprising skills and attributes which enhance your
employability.
Business Management introduces you to the dynamic, changing, competitive and economic environment of industry and
commerce and its effect on society as well as allowing an understanding of the impact on ourselves. Both the Business and
Business Management courses will develop skills in communicating and presenting business-related information and will enable
you to succeed in life with determination and an ability to think logically. These skills will support you in becoming more confident,
particularly regarding your own future education and place in the world of work. Understanding the economic and financial
environment in which businesses operate will help you to contribute responsibly to society and by encouraging workings with
others, the course will help you to participate effectively in our ever-changing global business environment.
UNDERSTANDING
BUSINESS
UNIT
By looking at real life business
situations, students will develop skills,
knowledge and understanding relating
to the role of business organisations
and entrepreneurship in society.
Students explore issues relating to the
external environment in which
organisations operate and their effects
on organisational activity, decision
making and survival.

MANAGEMENT OF PEOPLE
AND FINANCE
UNIT
Students will grasp theories, concepts
and processes relating to Human
Resource Management, allowing them
to demonstrate an understanding of
how to manage people in order to
maximise their contribution to an
organisation’s success. They will also
follow basic theories, concepts and
processes relating to financial aspects
of business in preparing and
interpreting financial information in
order to solve financial problems facing
businesses.

MANAGEMENT OF
MARKETING AND
OPERATIONS UNIT
Students will gain an understanding
how Marketing can be used to
communicate
effectively
with
consumers,
maximise
customer
satisfaction
and
enhance
competitiveness. They will explore and
identify the processes and procedures
required to produce goods or services
to an appropriate standard of quality.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Business Management lessons are varied and will include activities such as:





Teacher lead demonstrations
Group work
Individual work
Research work

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This may consist of completing an exercise started in class, completing a homework
sheet or revising for an end of topic test or undertaking research/investigation work in preparation for assignment.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:



Course Assessment: Assignment – 30 marks (25%)
Question Paper: 90 marks (75%)

Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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TECHNOLOGIES
NATIONAL 4/5 COMPUTING SCIENCE
National 4/5 Computing Science gives students the opportunity to build on the computing and
IT skills developed in S1-S3. They will use their problem solving and practical skills to produce
solutions to problems both by using existing software applications and by writing their own
programs. Students will also develop a better knowledge and understanding of computer
architecture and be able to use this knowledge to make informed choices regarding the hardware
requirements for particular activities.
SOFTWARE DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT UNIT
Students who complete this Unit will be able to:
 Explain how programs work, drawing on understanding of concepts in software
development and basic computer architecture
 Develop short programs using one or more software development environments
 Demonstrate understanding of programming structures and syntax
INFORMATION SYSTEM DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT UNIT
Students who complete this Unit will be able to:
 Develop information systems, using appropriate development tools
 Consider the factors involved in the design and implementation of an information
system

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Lessons will be based around using IT to learn about Computing Science. Activities include
research tasks carried out on the internet, using online programming learning environments, using
web authoring and database software packages to produce digital solutions to problems and
creating powerpoint presentations and reports to present knowledge acquired. Textbooks and
booklets will also be used in class. Your teacher will set clear targets for you to meet and the
work will be at an appropriate level for you.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work,
revising for assessments, completing past paper questions or undertaking research. This will
be a combination of written and practical work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 50 marks (31%)
 Question Paper: 110 marks (69%)
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TECHNOLOGIES
SKILLS FOR WORK:ENGINEERING SKILLS
Bucksburn Academy has joined with North East Scotland College to offer you the opportunity
to undertake a vocational qualification as part of your school studies. Some information can be
found on this page but please also follow the link to the NESCol information leaflet at the bottom
of this page.
NATIONAL 4
The National 4 course is made up of the
following four units:
• Mechanical
• Electrical/Electronic
• Fabrication
• Manufacture and Assembly

NATIONAL 5
The National 5 course is made up of the
following four units:
• Mechanical & Fabrication
• Electrical & Electronic
• Maintenance
• Design and Manufacture.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
You will experience a variety of teaching methods and practical activities, which will introduce
you to a number of engineering disciplines. You will be taught in workshops and classrooms at
Bucksburn Academy.
Throughout the course you will be offered an opportunity to review and identify how your
skills are developing. You will be expected to demonstrate:
• Good time keeping skills
• A safe approach to working in a workshop environment
• A willingness and commitment to learning and an interest in engineering
• A knowledge of appropriate dress, in particular Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
• An ability to work independently
• Planning and preparation skills
• An ability to establish and maintain good working relationships with others
• Problem solving skills.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
To achieve the course award you must attend regularly and successfully complete all units in the
award. Assessment will be based on a range of practical activities in the workshop. Assessors will
watch you undertake tasks and you will be expected to demonstrate an awareness of health and
safety throughout. These courses will show on your final SQA Certificate as a National 4 or
National 5 award.
Further information can be found on the NESCol website by clicking on the link below:
http://www.nescol.ac.uk/courses/school-links/engineering/sfw-national-5-engineering
As this is a NESCol Course, an additional application process requires to be
completed. Your Pupil Support Teacher will guide you through this.
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TECHNOLOGIES
NATIONAL 4/5 GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
National 4/5 Graphic Communication focuses on Problem Based Learning and encourages
students to work both as part of a group and independently. The course will focus on the careers
that surround Graphic Communication, and students will complete projects which integrate Unit
1 - 2D Graphic Communication and Unit 2 - 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication. Then
they will demonstrate their learned skills whilst completing Unit 3 – Added value unit (Nat 4) or
Final Assignment (Nat 5).
Project description summary:
A number of units are covered during this course:
2D Graphics
 Sporting Life
 LED torch
 Lamp shade

3D Graphics
 Point of Sale display
 Candle Light Diffuser

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Graphic Communication lessons will include independent and groupwork activities to develop
skills such as sketching, reading and interpreting drawings. You will learn to use Computer Aided
Design software packages to draw in 2D and 3D and learn to design, present and promote your
work through the use of Desktop publishing software.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve company research, finishing off
class work, completion of past paper questions or further honing your Computer Aided Design
skills.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 40 marks (33%)
Question Paper: 80 marks (67%)
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TECHNOLOGIES
NATIONAL 4/5 PRACTICAL WOODWORKING
On completing the course, learners will have developed skills in practical woodworking. They
will have gained skills in the correct use of tools, equipment and a range of woodworking
materials, processes and techniques. The course allows learners to develop practical manual
dexterity and control in a universally popular practical craft. It helps learners to develop safe
working practices and to become proactive in matters of health and safety. It allows them to
learn how to use a range of tools, equipment and materials safely and correctly.
They will also gain an understanding of sustainability issues and good practice in recycling in a
practical woodworking context.
Course description summary:
The following units are covered during this course:
 Carcase construction unit
 Flat frame construction unit
 Machining and Finishing unit
Added Value unit
 Making a Finished Product from Wood (National 4)
or
 Course assessment (National 5)

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
The course is mostly practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of
technique and standard practice with elements of creativity. Students will learn practical
woodworking skills, using tools and machinery, practice, then demonstrate their learning through
the completion of a finished product in wood. Learners will be given the opportunity to develop
thinking, numeracy, and employability, and citizenship skills. Pupils will learn how to log their
work in a daily diary to further embed new skills/technology learned.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Assignment – 70 marks (70%)
 Question Paper: 60 marks (scaled to 30) (30%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS
NATIONAL 4/5 ART & DESIGN
National 4/5 Art & Design focuses on developing knowledge and understanding of artists and
designers and their work, with practical learning experiences in both expressive and design contexts.
The Course encourages learners to experiment with using art and design materials to help them gain
confidence in their own creative practice and enhance their enjoyment of the arts.
EXPRESSIVE:
This area of work helps learners to develop an
understanding of the factors that influence and
inspire artists’ work. They will also consider
how artists use art materials, techniques
and/or technology in their work. Learners will
research and develop their personal thoughts
and ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats in response
to given stimuli. They will produce
observational drawings and studies and
develop their expressive ideas and
compositions by experimenting with and using
art materials, techniques and/or technology in
creative and expressive ways.

DESIGN:
This area of work helps learners to plan,
research and develop creative design ideas in
response to a given brief. Learners will develop
their creativity and problem-solving skills as
they consider the design opportunities, issues
and constraints of the brief. They will develop
their understanding of designers’ working
practices and the factors that inspire and
influence their work. They will experiment
with, develop and refine their design ideas using
a range of materials, techniques and/or
technology in 2D and/or 3D formats.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Art & Design lessons are varied and will include many different approaches to learning and teaching
such as group work, class discussions, homework, workshops, demonstrations, PowerPoint
presentations, internet research and working individually. Learners in consultation with staff are
actively involved in planning and identifying a design brief or deciding on the expressive area
of study that they want to focus on. They will have the opportunity to experiment and try
out similar working methods as the artists and designers they have chosen to study to help
develop and enrich their work.

HOMEWORK:
Students should complete 1 hour of homework every week. This might involve finishing off class
work, researching the work of artists and designers or revising for assessments. Students are
encouraged to take their folio of work home on a regular basis so that they can practise and improve
on project work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Design Portfolio – 100 marks (40%)
 Course Assessment: Expressive Portfolio – 100 marks (40%)
 Question Paper: 50 marks (20%)
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EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS
NATIONAL 4/5 DRAMA
National 4/5 Drama provides opportunities for students to develop skills in creating and
presenting drama. The course focuses on the development of drama skills and in using production
skills to present drama.
DRAMA SKILLS:
Students will explore and
develop a range of drama
skills
and
ways
of
communicating thoughts and
ideas to an audience. They will
develop a range of skills as an
actor. They will learn how to
respond to stimuli, including
text. They will also learn how
to portray a character in a
range of ways and develop
knowledge and understanding
of form, structure, genre and
style. Students will also learn
how to evaluate their
progress and that of others.
All students will have to
act.

PRODUCTION SKILLS:
This work is based on script
extracts where students will
be
expected
to
participate in acting and in
a production role (lighting,
sound, costume, props, and
make up). Each student will be
involved
in
developing
knowledge and understanding
through
text
materials.
Students will evaluate their
progress and that of others.

PERFORMANCE:
The performance enables
students to draw on, extend
and apply the skills,
knowledge and understanding
they have learned during the
course. The performance
assesses the candidate’s
preparation and performance
of a textual extract through
research and development of
ideas. The candidate can be
assessed in either an acting
or a production role.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Students will be encouraged to learn progressively, work co-operatively with others, plan tasks
and produce work to deadlines , produce imaginative and creative drama, make links to their
exsisting knowledge and expereinces as well as be invovled in self assessment developing their
thinking and personal awareness.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve completing a log of class
work, revising for assessments or undertaking research into investigation work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Performance – 60 marks (60%)
 Question Paper: 60 marks (40%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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EXPRESSIVE & PERFORMING ARTS
NATIONAL 4/5 MUSIC
National 4/5 Music provides a broad practical experience of performing and creating music and
develops related knowledge and understanding.
PERFORMING SKILLS:
Learners
will
develop
performing skills in solo
and/or group settings on two
selected instruments or one
instrument and voice. The
minimum standard of piece to
be performed is ABRSM
Grade 2 (or equivalent) for
National 4 and ABRSM Grade
3 (or equivalent) for National
5.

COMPOSING SKILLS:

UNDERSTANDING
MUSIC:
Learners will create original Learners will broaden their
music using compositional knowledge
and
methods and music concepts understanding of music and
creatively.
musical literacy by listening to
music and identifying music
signs, symbols and concepts.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Music lessons will be varied, sometimes focusing upon performance where learners will discuss
and agree targets with their teacher and work independently during lessons to achive them. At
other times composition or understanding music will be the focus and this will involve using
computer software packages, listening to and discussing music and written exercises.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive very little written homework but are expected to rehearse your instruments
regularly between classes either at home or within the department after school or at lunch times.
You will be expected to prepare accordingly for end of unit assessments.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Performance – 60 marks (50%)
 Course Assessment: Composing Assignment – 30 marks (15%)
 Question Paper: 40 marks (35%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
NATIONAL 4/5 HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL COOKERY
The course will consist of practical cookery and the development of the following:





Cookery Skills, Processes and Techniques
Understanding and Using Ingredients
Organisational Skills for Cooking
Producing a Meal

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
The development of practical cookery skills and safe and hygienic practices are the main focus in
this course. Hence, the majority of lessons are of a practical nature. However, theory lessons
will study ingredients, equipment and techniques required to undertake the practical lessons
successfully. Teaching approaches will include teacher demonstrations and discussions as well as
opportunities for independent ICT research, power point presentations, textbook learning and
revision exercises.

HOMEWORK:
Written homework and assignments will be issued and students will be expected to revise for
unit assessments.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Practical Activity – 100 marks (75%)
 Question Paper: 30 marks (25%)
Scaling will be used to achieve the weighting indicated above.
Please note that there is a charge associated with this course (TBC) to cover the costs of
ingredients and containers.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
NATIONAL 4/5 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
National 4/5 Physical Education focuses on the practical development of performance in selected
activities. The course will be centred around the key factors which impact on performance and
how positive approaches can help performance development. The course is split into two areas:
PERFORMANCE:
Students will select and experience a range of
different activities that they will develop
throughout the course. Two activities will be
selected for assessment.

PORTFOLIO:
Throughout the course students will
complete a portfolio based on an activity of
their choice. The portfolio will take the
students through areas for development
within their own performance.

During the course there may be an opportunity for pupils who are showing a level of competency
to study the Higher course. This would require careful negotiation between the pupil and Faculty
Head to ensure that the following key criteria were met:
•
•
•
•

Is being coached in a sporting activity out with curriculum time
Is willing to spend 1hr a week after school or at a lunchtime on course appropriate activity
Is competent with written English and working toward N5/H English
Is currently performing at “A/B” band of the Higher Scale.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
Most of the course will be delivered through practcial, experimental tasks. Digitial analaysis will
be used to closely gather information on performances. Students will have opportunties to
critically analyse their own and others work.

HOMEWORK:
You will receive homework on a regular basis. This might involve finishing off class work, revising
for assessments or undertaking research for portfolio work.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Course assessment at National 5:
 Course Assessment: Performance - 60 marks (50%)
 Course Assessment: Portfolio - 60 marks (50%)
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
NATIONAL 5 YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (SILVER)
As part of the new S4 course choice we will be offering an
option of continuing to build on the Bronze Award, working
towards Silver - in line with Curriculum for Excellence
experiences and outcomes. This course will focus on personal
and social development of the young person as well as working
towards developing key skills for the world of work such as;
confidence, interpersonal, communication and organisation
skills.
Through a series of experiences, including make an item, Community Event, Enterprise and Provide
a Service, students will set personalised targets to develop their practical and communication skills.
The course will promote a more confident approach to skills for work such as letter writing, ICT,
money-related matters and producing CVs and interview techniques.
The course will be led by 2 members of staff within the Pupil Support Faculty. Students will be
working in school and also out with school. Students will also have the opportunity to discuss with
staff about the make-up of the course.
Students will be guided towards this course by their Pupil Support Teacher. Students
on this course will be considered for the Silver Youth Achievement Award and are
required to have achieved the Bronze Youth Achievement Award previously.

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACHES:
There will be a wide variety of Learning and Teaching approaches adopted throughout the course.
Students will be required to work independently, work with others as part of a group, use the
internet to research and plan work with external bodies and record their progress. Interactive
learning and practical work will be a large part of the course.

HOMEWORK:
Homework may be required throughout the year. Students may be asked to plan lessons and
activities as part of their Homework.

ASSESSMENT APPROACHES (2018/19 session):
Assessments will take different forms throughout the year. Students will be required to keep a
Portfolio containing the evidence of both their practical and communication abilities to the set hours
required.
For further information please contact your son/daughter’s Pupil Support Teacher.
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